May =z, 1955
Long Besch, C.1lif,

Dezrest liotner.

I thougnt I would write you & "Mother's Dsy" letter since the ¢ift I
am sencaing isn't & very btig one.

We are sll on the mend. Tim is abke to o out end glay awnile today.
Eric still hns- a few messle spots on him but he is feeling fine ags in.
Tim and Eric diun't have the messles to sericusly since thneyhad tre

gemma glotulun (sp?) shots. But I feel like I've been "codped up"
considerably now. I did dash out to the store lest Fridsy to spend my
btirthday money. Here is what I bougzht: Two cotten tlouses, one palr of
peddle pushcrs (tunese all on ssle for #1.0C each) a nice cotten dres

_in blue check (¥Y.00) ene of these stiff standout half-slips, cne cottun
‘8lip, two psir of cotton pantles, and a pink purse. I had plsnned to buy
‘«two cotten dre-ses but Wil and the boys bouzht me a pretty pink one for my
bi I‘*t’ldc:.y

Eric's 1lip is better tut it still is pretty usly looking. He really had
a deep turn sna I'm fesrful of it being & permcnent scar. It's been over
two wecks now and it still hss a ©tit oif swelling in 1t.

Dale svent all day Sundsy with us. I was so aurkrlbed to see nim. fHe sags
he will work ocut of Long Beach in another two weeks. ZHignt now he is living
in & Frsternity house on the USC Campus, but I would like for him to stsy
with us when he moves into this area. Remeuber Kzy Helms, the navy Lieutena
that visited us that sumuwer you were there when we lived on bMolinoe? He
was the tell handsome boy that you thought wes so nice. Well, he was here
with us &ll last week snd he end Dgle got well scgueinted Sundsy. Ray is
witn the covernument in the Guided lMissele dep.rtuent --and enginee.- anu
they fly him 1l over the ccuntry visiting the guided missel factorys, etce
and he wss on business in tine L.A. area so spent the week here. (And us
with the messles!) He csuzght s plane out at =23 J_AM this merning. I was
glad Dale cculd meet him because Ray is a fine Christisn person. They got
along greczt, Ray reslly liked Dgle and said if ne coula get a transfer to
Lhie cosst (he's now in Alsbswa) he and Dgle tclied cigetting an spartment
togetner.

Dzle said Vernonf now haa .n.taer csr lot. He must be reslly doing fine.
I'm glade That church you uwenticned that Bernice is ge.ng to now --isn't
tnat a Christian Hiasiunary Allisnce group? Seem:z like 1 remember it belnﬁ
at that address. Does she like it better tinsn our caurca? You know, im,
it emszes me the wey scwe can go from the Church cf God to snctaer grouge
I'm sure tne Church of God doésn't have ¢ corner on all tue trutn ---tut
we've cot the basic truth that these other caurches srd still tryins to
attein --snd not cne can gsinsay our doctrine on the church beinz the Couy
of Christ and wemtership, etce And how anyone brougat up this wey can ewr
ciisn=€ 1s teyond me. Regerdless of personalitjes snd such --the truth is
still tue truth --and whether you like the people wno preach it or tae
vebple who sttend --how can yuu forsake thne to.tu once God has revesled it
unto you? Ah me.



—

Mom, tuis trings me to tne wmain point of my letter. All this week %'ve E;ied

to think of sotething nice tc send you for Mother's Day--snd couldn't. Then

I decided I'4 ,ust write snd tell jyou whnat & coud Mother you aave been;ﬁo me all
these 3« years. I've thouzhhor tae uwany things I'a like to menticn, #il and

I heve discussed at great length the things we woula like to pass on toe our
childgren, ¢nd I kegun to think of the things in my childhood that mesnt the most
to me --the things I'd like my children to inherit.

Firg of all I am so thnsnkful for wmy inheritunce of christianity from my per-nts.
Belng a christisn is not something you lInnerit --you nave tu make tuis dde¢sion
for yourself --but now much easier it is --and more likely you are tc do so, if
yeu have teen breugsnt up in & Christisn home. I've heard people ssy time and
sgain tmet they hed to go tu church so wuch wuen they were chiliren thnat they
wouldn't go now thet they coulc meske their own ueeision. Somehow you czused us
to 2o to church --not by making us go --but by weking us want to goe I hope thst
somehow 1 cen tring my children up te see Carist in my life and_wsnt to_%? to
church and serve HIme I'm glad I had a mother who stuck it cut™Thru thick and
thin --whether the church wes in g ood condition or bad --whecther the preacher
was good or poer --whelher sbe wes accepted or not., Hgow I'Ve come to s.preciste
these trsits since I've been g ministers wife! I can remewber times when the
church was :-plfit in msny factions --the preacner couldn't preach worth anyth.ng,
andabout 40 peo:le bothered te come --and those wren.led and fussed at ezch
ether. But instead of you throwing up your hands and trotting off some rlace
else you stuck it out --and preyede And God answered prayer. Hsd you been the
type’to drag your children off here and there becsuse things cidn't please ycu=-
today I would have no stability whstsoever --I would do the ssme thinz. But
becasuse you were not tha$ tyre person --when protlews cowe up 1 know the best
tuin. to do it to ride them out --and depend on God,

And ancother exsmple of something I've always looxed back un with apprecistion

is the wsy you trusted us. And the advice you gave e when 1 was Baffled. 1
never will for.et now I was so puzzeled xEXEXWXE in my tcens --and the Youth at
caurch wasg such s strange lot about some things =--how I used to go to mov.es
and they just knew I would go to nmell if I dida't stop. I remewber counseling
with you and ssking what to do and we discussed it &t grest length then you told
me you'd rather hzve me attend P occasionsl g00d movies then to "park con some
dark rosd". Movieg stteudance 1: no problem To me now --I know theie are many
wortbwn.le pictures --but it's neither here nor there --but #xknr how often

yeur gdv;ce has come to my thinking when I've had to advise some youns person te
woom 1t is a problem --or to the psrent or some rcrson who is having difficulty
with varicus social proclems, Tuis helped me to lesrn tolerance --agd to learn
that sany things are quvelved in peoples cecisionse.

A\ ton o - - . oL . .
gndki ?'g%gd YQUJ?IWbYS nad fewily worsnip. I well remenker now 1 received
5§ g°”if9§et?1 tae bicle at en esrly age. Doyle and I slwsys sat .nd listened
as f’;};ﬁ”oldg}‘js fyom the Title story tock. And then we prayed tozether., And

€ s €ven tho I nad girl frienus stsying overniczht” with me --we
alwsys rrsyed. I've sure this is one reason that the®Triends I still have
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contsct with are alwsys anxicus to learn how you are.

i'm glad I leawwed tithing at .n early age. How many people I see become
Christisns .--and seem to be growing, but when they learn thst God requires
money from tnew too --they, with the Rich Young Huler, turn away sadly --and
forsaske the -cspel. Tithing to me has been like eatinge--When money comes in
you teke out Gods part first --then divide the rest ss far ss it will 2l
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